
COVENANT CHURCH’S POLICY FOR RETURNING TO PUBLIC WORSHIP 
 
 
During the last week of March, Covenant Church of Pittsburgh made 
the decision to voluntarily close the church building for public services.  
As an essential business we were not required to shut down, but we 
chose to, because of our desire to keep you safe. 
 
As we prepare to reopen our doors this Sunday, May 31th, our primary 
concern is still your safety. Therefore, we want to make you aware of 
what we are doing to keep you as safe as possible, and what we need 
you to do, to help keep all of us safe. 
 

1. (And most important) If you have any of the issues that put you at 
high risk, we are asking you to please stay home and watch us by 
way of Livestream or Facebook Live.  

 
2. If you have a fever, cough, sore throat, or breathing difficulty, we 

want you to please attend service at home through Livestream. 
 

3.  (And possibly the most difficult for a friendly church like ours) For 
the time being, no handshaking, no hugging.  Let’s all greet with a 
smile, possibly an elbow bump or an air hug.  We want everyone 
to feel comfortable. 

 
 We are preparing for your return by following the CDC Interim 
Guidance for Communities of Faith* 
 

1. We have been deep cleaning the entire Worship Center. 
 

2. We will have hand sanitizing stations at the entrance, and 
throughout the building. 

 



3. We will be using a non-touch thermometer to take temperatures. 
If someone is found to be sick, we will of course pray for them and 
then ask them to return home. 

 
4. All of the staff, greeters, and ushers will be wearing masks and 

gloves. And we will have masks available in case you forget yours. 
 

5. We have removed every other row of chairs in the Sanctuary, and 
will be seating non-family members with several chairs between 
groupings. 

 
6. During this time, we have moved the beginning of 2nd service to 

11:30am 
 

7. , to give us additional time to restore the Sanctuary.  
 

8. All restrooms will be cleaned several times during each service, 
and in between our services as well.  

 
9. Since our most important assets are our Children, we are making 

every effort to protect them.  Our Children’s Pastor, Denise Bell, is 
the full-time Child Development Director at Hosanna House.  We 
will rely on her expertise to determine our readiness to return to 
full time Children’s Ministry.  Until that time all Children’s Ministry 
facilities will be closed.   We are requiring parents to keep their 
children and teens with them in the sanctuary.  During the 
interim, she will be providing Learning Packets and Resources for 
children and families.   
 

*https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/faith-based.html 
 

 
 



 
 
 


